Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki itself never doubted its own Cultural identity and its millennia of existence, it stands there since 315BC founded by Cassander, who named it after his wife and Alexander’s the Great sister.
Ιt was chosen as the co-reigning city of the Byzantine Empire alongside Constantinople. Τo prove just that there are several Paleochristian monuments, constituting a Unesco World Heritage Site.

Historically one of Europe’s oldest and most multiethnic cities, widely considered as the cultural capital of Greece, is truly unique in the sense that it intricately marries its thousands-year-old multicultural heritage and the architectural marvels with the Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and Sephardic Jew history. Festivals abound, most notably the “Dimitria Festival” coming from the”Golden Age” of the Byzantine period of the city and the “International Film Festival”, which draws hoards of buffs to the city each year. It has also produced many of the country’s most acclaimed bands, visual artists and designers as well as new waves of culture makers.

With a student-strong population of 150,000, Thessaloniki boasts an under-30s do-it-yourself youth culture-creative movement seen nowhere else in the Southern part of Europe. 

The cutting-edge art performances and cinematic avant-garde, recently launched cultural sites and creative projects, Arts and Entertainment hubs all-in-one, numerous monuments, fifteen listed at the UNESCO World Heritage Sites and the 5km meandering waterfront, make Thessaloniki a “must-see destination”.

Geographically, due to its privileged location of land-proximity to both Europe and the East, travelling to Thessaloniki has always been a no-brainer. 
Brief Description
With a population of nearly 800.000 making it the fifth largest and most populated city in the Balkans and the second most populated city that is not a capital, after Istanbul, Thessaloniki is Greece's second major economic, industrial, commercial and political centre, and a major transportation hub for the rest of southeastern Europe.

Thessaloniki itself never doubted its own Cultural identity and its millennia of existence, it stands there since 315BC, and named after Alexander’s the Great sister.
Ιt was chosen as the co-reigning city of the Byzantine Empire alongside Constantinople. 
Historically one of Europe’s oldest and most multiethnic cities, widely considered as the cultural capital of Greece, is truly unique in the sense that it intricately marries its thousands-year-old multicultural heritage and the architectural marvels with the Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and Sephardic Jew history. Festivals abound, most notably the “Dimitria Festival” coming from the ”Golden Age” of the Byzantine period of the city and the “International Film Festival”, which draws hoards of buffs to the city each year. 

With a student-strong population of 150,000, Thessaloniki boasts an under-30s do-it-yourself youth culture-creative movement seen nowhere else in the Southern part of Europe. 

The cutting-edge art performances and creative projects, bars and clubs to serve a population twice its size, Arts and Entertainment hubs all-in-one, numerous monuments, fifteen listed at the UNESCO World Heritage Sites, the unique gastronomy giving  the name  “Gastronomic Capital of Greece” and the 5km meandering waterfront, make Thessaloniki a “must-see destination”.
Within less than 2 hours drive, the ancient city of Vergina reflecting the wealth, grandeur and glory of the Macedonian Kingdom and the charming peninsula of Halkidiki, famous for its wonderful beaches, tiny islands, small bays and Mount Athos,  are some of the nearby travel choices.
In 2010, Lonely Planet ranked the city as the world's fifth-best party city worldwide, comparable to other cities such as Dubai and Montreal. For 2013 National Geographic Magazine included Thessaloniki in its top tourist destinations worldwide, while in 2014 Financial Times’ FDI magazine (Foreign Direct Investments) declared Thessaloniki as the best mid-sized European city of the future for human capital and lifestyle. 

Thessaloniki is surrounded, in less than 2 hours car ride by extraordinary landscapes and locations. The coral beaches of  Halkidiki or the quaint islands of the North Aegean. Mt. Olympus in its divine grandeur, Pella, the ancient capital of the Macedonian Kingdom, where Alexander the Great was born and reigned. Vergina with the Royal Macedonian tombs, the Monastic State of “Mt. Athos and Aristotle’s birth place, Stagira, are some of the nearby travel choices.

Geographically, due to its privileged location of land-proximity to both Europe and the East, travelling to Thessaloniki has always been a no-brainer. 
